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Jai Jinendra.

Everyone in this wide world has a fear; it is the proportion of control
that fear has over our lives defines how we live our lives. Some of us
are afraid of insects and other crawly creepies, while others among us
are afraid of strangers. Success in life will be a direct function of how
we cope with our fears and convert them from pitfalls to stepping stones
to success.

The easiest way for anyone would be to run away from our darkest
fears and alter our lives to avoid them, but the sensible way would be to
confront your fears head-on and tame them. For instance, | am afraid of
heights but should that stop me from desiring that corner office in a
multistory building that is reserved for the CEO and has the best view in
the entire office? The answer is a simple NO. It is my utmost desire to
highlight people's reactions to some of the commonly experienced social
phobias and whether change is required in the way we involuntarily
respond to these fears.

The first on my list is the fear of being considered a social misfit.
Many of us have a different opinion about the social etiquettes and
customs but choose to follow them blindfolded merely due to the fear of
being socially isolated if we challenge the age-old customs. But the
point is to introspect whether our chain of thought is valid, appropriate
and far more refreshing than the previous one. If the answer is affirmative,
then we need to find the inner strength and the external support to
change these social traditions. The world around us is changing and
the way we live and the way we interact as social beings requires a
change too. The mere fear of being considered a social outcast in the
mildest terms should not deter us from being a catalyst for that change.
Peer pressure and pressure from family members is the most common
cause of this fear. For instance, the trend today is to get into a relationship
since it is considered cool to have a boyfriend or girlfriend and the fear
of being labeled 'uncool' compels teenagers to enter into relationships
without considering the impact of the same on their lives. While the
society does not abhor such relationships altogether, the rationale behind
such relationships needs to be questioned hard as to whether is the
effect of genuine feelings for a person or a way to become more socially
acceptable. Our need to dress well and follow the current fashion is
also a derivative of this so-called fear. Also, many of our elders are

reluctant to change their habits because of these fears.
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Another foremost fear that plagues people
is the fear of failure. Many of us are reluctant to
venture out into the unknown simply because
we fear that we fail and will be derided by our
fellow beings. The fear of humiliation if we fail
keeps us away from all the successes that we
would have got if we would have actually
performed those actions. Would we have got
all these appliances around us if their inventors
would have held back due to fear of failure?
Would we have seen great achievers such as
the father of our nation Mahatma Gandhi if they
would have been afraid of failure to find success
with their revolutionary methods? Would we
withess the greatest businessmen and
entrepreneurs of mankind if they would have
been afraid of losses and products
unacceptable to the public? The outliers have
effectively conquered their fear of failure and
have transformed all their failures into
successes by exhibiting the virtue of courage
and flexibility to tailor their products to the
expectations of the public. Never be afraid to
try something new. Remember, amateurs built
the ark, professionals built the Titanic.

Does that mean we should not have any
fear? Fear is a powerful motivator and will
always spur us on to do things we normally
would not do. So, we have to harvest our fear
for the right cause and in the right direction and
enjoy its fruits. Nelson Mandela once said, "I
learned that courage was not the absence of
fear, but the triumph over it. The brave man is
not he who does not feel afraid, but he who
conquers that fear."

- Hitanshu Shah
- 9821242211, hitanshucshah@gmail.com
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Liveliness and abounds of knowledge was what our decrease, beloved Nanaji [ Dadaji taught us
all tﬁrougﬁ his. Momentous [y‘e time, gprem[ing humor and making all gpe[[ bound 5y his sﬁmffr
memory, he had stolen our hearts, but when he breathed his last life came to a stand stif{for all us.

But, a tash that he entrusted upon us was to accomplish deeds that would create history. This
was the promise we all made to his departing soul. He shall eternally yet lonely remain etchee in our
mind and souls as a living legend always inspiring us.
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| IN SEARCH OF GOD

- Laheri Lodaya (Mulund) |

We all want to meet God, but will we recognise
god, if we meet him in the street?

If you meet Mahavir, Buddha, Krishna, Ram,
Jesus or Prophet Mohamad in the street, will you
recognise them ?

Once, Jesus had this stray thought in his mind that
he should make a surprise visit to the Earth because
he has the largest followers on the Earth and
Christainity was also the religion followed by many.

On a Sunday morning, Jesus came down and
stood under a tree opposite a church in a small
town. Most of the people entering the church for
the Sunday mass ignored him. Some passed
uncharitable remarks saying that people have
stooped so low that they come begging in the
disguise of God ! Some thought he wanted to cheat
the people. Some used abusive language. Some
even told him why was he imitating God. There was
utter chaos and seeing this Father came out from
the church and saved Jesus and took Jesus to a
small room in the backyard of the church and locked
Him. The crowd soon afterwards dispersed
discussing the sudden appearance of SO CALLED
GOD.

None of the church goers recognised Jesus who
was real God standing in front of them.

After all the church services were over, in the
late evening, Father went to the room, unlocked
and fell on the feet of Jesus and admitted that
indeed he had recognised Him , but pretended
ignorance in front of the crowd because all the
business was well set here and He (Jesus) would
be upsetting it. He should not attempt to come on
Earth and interrupt the establishment that is running
perfectly well and everyone is quite happy with the
arrangements !

Friends, all the times, in similar fashion Jesus,
Mahavir, Buddha, Krishna, Ram etc are coming to
us in different forms, but we fail to recognise them
because we no more trust the real GOD but have
immense trust in His idols, His photos, His temples,
His churches, His mosques, His Derashars, His
pandits, His gurus, His bapas, His Maharajs
Mumbai and have lost the faith in real God. We
have lost the sight to see them, to acknowledge

their presence. We do not see Mahavir in each
human being. Was not Mahavir a human being
before he bacame God, before he bacame Mahavir.
Now, again when Mahavir comes to us in the form
of human being, why we fail to recognise him

We go to derashar to look for the God in the
idol, but we fail to see the God residing in the human
being outside the temple. We like to listen that God
is residing in us, but we are not able to accept the
idea that he is also residing in others like us. | am
not giving any religious sermon nor preaching any
particular ideology.

Some times, when we meet a very good person,
we say to ourselves that he is like God! ( Bhagwan
jo madu aye) Can we not become like the person
whom we met. Can we not become Bhagwan ja
madu ! God has given us everything without asking,
so why not give something to others without their
asking for it ? If everything belongs to God, why
offer gifts, prasad, cash to him and instead give it
to some one who needs it ? We pour thousands of
litres of milk on Shivling, but will not give a glass
03 milk to a poor boy ! Mahavir gave up his throne,
his palatial comforts in search of salvation and we
are trying to give it back to him and in his name we
call“ Bolis " ( So called chadavas ). Saibaba was a
fakir and we offer him diamond studded gold crown
( mughat

I Does Saibaba need the diamond studded gold
crown ? We always look forward to some
opportunity to offer Gods some tangible things, on
some festive occassion or on fulfilment of our
secret desires and

expectations ! ( Manta puri thai ) ! But we | to
understand what is God's wish. May be this is the
reason that God comes again and again in one
form or the other, with the hope that we will
recognise HIM and will see HIM in each and every
living being.

So let us stop looking for God only in temples.
churches, mosques,derashars and start looking for
him within ourselves and within others.

(P.S.The writer has no intention of hurting anyone’s
religious sentiments or beliefs )
Contact- 09820299330 laherilodaya@yahoo.com
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